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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


TOT  SEPTAL  RFCORO 


Dear  Farm  Directors 


SFP  151955 


August  5,  1955 
Letter  No.  676 


Watch  for  Cotton  ExpoJ*!^^ 


^ It  could  come  any  moment  now,  perhaps  even  before  you  read 
this,  or  it  could  be  delayed,  but  an  announcement  is  due  soon  resulting 
from  high  level  discussions  on  what  this  country's  cotton  export  policy 
is  to  be  this  year.    The  news  has  been  eagerly  awaited  by  the  U.  S.  cotton 
trade,  as  it  should  have  considerable  effect  on  trade  activities  during 
the  coming  season..... 

Also  expected  is  a  list  of  wheat  varieties  unacceptable  under 
the  price  support  program  

Something  else  to  watch  for  is  a  release  due  next  week  telling 
how  it's  now  possible  to  measure  phosphorus  in  soil  in  terms  of  pounds  of 
superphosphate  per  acre.    It's  a  development  from  research  by  department 
scientists  with  radioactive  isotopes  

Now  it's  "super  hay"  mountain  grown  in  Colorado,  and  some  of 
the  beef  gains  from  it  might  indicate  "super  cattle."  Keep  an  eye  peeled  for 
the  release  next  week  about  research  under  ,:  super  "-vision  of  USDA  and  the 
Colorado  Agricultural  Experiment  Station.  They  say  the  "super  hay"  is  too 
high  in  protein  to  be  good  for  basic  rations  but  is  fine  as  supplement  to 
other  hay,  and  can  be  grown  on  small  plots.    Could  it  be  that  packaged 
hay  is  on  the  way? 

Plambeck  Sends  Tape  from  Russia 

A  reel  of  tape  containing  short  interviews  with  two  members  of 
the  unofficial  tour  of  the  Soviet  Union  by  U.  S.  farmers,  and  his  own 
commentary  on  the  current  Ukraine  wheat  crop,  was  received  here  from  Herb 
nambeck  (VJHO,  Des  Moines)  this  week  and  forwarded  to  Wes  Seyler  (mm 
Topeka).    Wes,  as  chairman  of  the  International  Relations  Committee  of' 
NATRFD,  is  handling  distribution  of  materials  received  from  Herb   who  is 
radio  and  TV  representative  on  the  Russian  tour.    This  is  the  first  tape 
received  from  Herb  after  arrival  in  the  Soviet  Union,  and  was  cut  in  the 
Ukraine  area.    An  earlier  tape  was  sent  from  London.    If  you  xvish  a  dub 
of  the  Ulcraine  tape,  send  a  blank  tape  to  Wes. 


NATRFD  Regional  Meeting  at  Mn  Cities 


Recalling  some  of  the  old  colonial  newspapers  which  gave  the 
news  in  chronological  order,  we  offer  now  a  belated  report  on  the  West 
North  Central  Regional  meeting  of  the  Natl.  Assn.  of  Radio  Farm  Directors 
July  21  and  22,  and  thank  Maynard  Speece  (WCCO,  Minneapolis)  newly  elected 
regional  chairman,  for  that. 

With  good  attendance,  the  group  spent  most  of  the  day  looking 
at  Ag.  research  work  at  the  University  of  Minnesota  and  visiting  with 
the  staff.    Arnold  Peterson  (TOW,  Omaha)  and  Keith  Kirkpatrick  (WHO,  Des 
I'oines)  will  serve  with  Maynard,  who  says,  "it  was  a  highly  successful 
meeting,  geared  primarily  to  the  subject  matter  side  of  farm  programming 
rather  than  technical  methods."    Frank  Atwood  (WTIC,  Hartford)  president 
of  NATRFD,  was  there  with  Mrs.  Atwood,  after  which  they  saw  some  of 
Minnesota's  vacation  land  before  heading  for  the  AAACE  meet  in  Omaha. 

Among  The  Tape  Worms 

Re  the  preferred  length  of  tape  recordings  for  insertion  into 
regular  programs,  Cecil  Herrell,  Ext.  radio  man  at  New  Mexico  St.  Col. 
says  £  minute  lengths  are  fine,  but  can  use  up  to  6  or  7  minutes,  "too 
little  can  be  said  in  three  minutes."    Others  have  been  writing  in  to 
agree  with  John  McDonald  (W£M,  Nashville)  that  3  minute  lengths  are 
better.    Which  further  proves  that  there  is  no  typical  RFD. 


Have  you  looked  up  the  pronunciation  of  data,  strata,  status, 
pro  rata,  and  liaison  lately?    And  what's  the  singular  form  of  media? 


The  Night  Club  Circuit 

If  you  remember  World  War  I  you  remember  a  song  which  went, 
"How  ya  gonna  keep  'em  down  on  the  farm,  after  they've  seen  Paree?" 

We  keep  hearing  lately  that  farm  listeners  want  to  be  treated 
more  like  town  folks,  and  some  of  the  recent  "farm"  tours  bear  this  out. 
First  it  was  Murray  Cox  (WFAA,  Dallas)  and  his  touring  Texans  who  took 
in  a  night  club  in  Washington.    Now  George  German  (WNAX,  Yankton,  S,  D.) 
and  his  peregrinating  farmers  got  themselves  interviewed  on  a  tape  at  a 
New  York  nitery  by  Phil  Alampi  (WNbC),  thereby  racking  up  another  first, 
says  Phil . 

Aj:iong  0  urselves .... 

With  "Colonel"  Herndon,  who  usually  serves  up  most  of  the  poi  gnant 
prose  in  this  letter,  down  at  Kitty  Hawk,  N.  C,  building  a  cottage,  and 
Jack  Towers,  our  Network  programs  man,  on  military  leave  at  Fort  Knox  (we'll 
search  him  for  nuggets  when  he  get  back)  we're  having  to  work  for  a  change... 
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Hurricane  Season  Begins  — Get  Your  Programs 

A  kit  of  Hurricane  Educational  Information  has  just  arrived 
from  E.  M.  Vernon,  Chief  of  the  Synoptic  Reports  and  Forecasts  division 
of  the  Weather  Bureau*    He  says  the  public  has  shown  much  interest  in 
storms  of  tropical  orgin,  especially  since  the  Carol,  Edna  and  Hazel 
series  of  last  fall.    Hence,  this  kit. 

The  Weather  Bureau  wants  to  give  all  who  may  be  interested  the 
answer  to  queries  on  the  nature  of  hurricanes,  the  official  warning 
devices,  and  the  safety  precautions  to  be  taken  during  the  approach  and 
passage  of  hurricanes.    The  Weather  Bureau  would  like  your  assistance 
in  informing  your  listeners  as  to  the  facts  about  hurricanes. 

If  you  want  a  kit  for  your  own  use,  write  to  J    E.  M.  Vernon 
at  the  Weather  Bureau,  Washington  2$,  D.  C.    Supplies  are  not  sufficient 
however,  for  general  distribution.    Jules  Renaud  of  this  office  is  work- 
ing on  a  bonus  TV  package  for  early  distribution  to  you  folks  in  the 
hurricane  areas. 

More  on  the  Weather 

Weatherman  Jim  Beall  sends  over  plans  for  a  symposium  on  weather- 
agricultural  relations  to  be  held  Sept.  26  thru  30  on  the  University  of 
California  campus  at  Davis,  Calif.    It's  for  meteorologists  in  charge  ©f  the 
western  states  weather  stations,  and  looks  like  a  pretty  thorough  study 
of  how  weather  and  climate  affect  farming.    Jim  says  there's  a  possibility 
short  taped  interviews  will  be  made  there  of  what  the  U.  of  Cal.  scien- 
tists say  to  the  meteorologists  on  the  subject.    Would  you  be  interested? 

Farm  Safety  is  Dripping  Y\fet  in  New  Mexico 

The  "saturation"  treatment  was  given  to  farm  safety  during  Farm 
Safety  Week  by  Cecil  Herrell  and  other  extensioners  at  New  Mex.  St.  Col. 
Helping  were  J.  Leo  Dirnberger,  ext.  agri.  engineer  and  26  state  extension 
specialists,  8£  county  agents,  8  daily  and  38  weekly  papers  J  28  radio  and 
h  TV  stations  in  New  Mexico  plus  some  in  nearby  Texas.    The  U-H  and  FFA, 
farm  magazines  and  crop  and  livestock  organizations  joined  in  using  every 
medium.    Cecil  said,  "We  are  keeping  a  message  on  the  road  to  Garcia 
every  hour  of  every  day  throughout  the  campaign.    It  will  be  hard  to 
measure  the  results  of  the  campaign,  but  we  figure  that  if  the  commercial 
concerns  can  make  "saturation"  advertising  pay  off,  so  can  we." 

Send  us  a  Post  Card 

The  world  really  isn't  growing  smaller,  or  bigger,  but  we're 
getting  to  know  it  a  lot  better.    Foreign  aid,  foreign  trade,  the  transfer 
of  the  agricultural  attaches  in  U.S. , embassies  abroad  back  to  the  USDA, 
technical  assistance,  increased  travel  by  Americans,  official  and  otherwise 
and  the  need  to  improve  our  markets  all  add  up  to  a  necessity  for  keeping 
abreast  of  things  around  the  world.    Nov/,  Secretary  Benson  has  announced 
that  he  will  go  to  Western  Europe  this  fall  for  a  series  of  conferences 
with  U.S.  officials  and  foreign  governments  on  the  marketing  of  U.S.  goods. 

We'd  like  an  indication  of  how  much  interest  you  RFDs  have  in 
news  coverage  and/or  taped  interviews,  etc.,  from  other  countries  dealing 
with  subjects  which  affect  us.    We  can  get  such  material  if  there  is  a  demand. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  August  13 

CBS  Farm  News  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9O0  a.m.  EDT.  -with  Claude  Mahoney, 
Features:    A  report  on  a  "Public  Historical  Farm  Exhibit"  which  is  a  part 
of  the  Centennial  of  Michigan  State  College,  with  Carl  Collin  of  WKZO, 
Kalamazoo. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12O0  to  IsOO  p.m.  EDT.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Don  Nelson.    Features:    A  report  on  the  "Wool  Program 
Referendum"  with  Foster  Mullenax,  Morgantown,  W.  Va$  also  a  story  on  the 
"Water  Problems  of  the  Rio  Grande." 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12:00  to  12O0  p.m. EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty. 

NRGS  "National  Radio  Garden  Show"  with  Jack  Boley.  Features: 
Dr.  Curtis  May,  ARS,  with  a  talk  on  "Diseases  of  Shade  Trees"  also  the 
proper  way  to  water  shade  trees. 

George  Washington  Carver  Would  be  Proud 

Folks  in  Alabama  have  ample  opportunity  to  keep  informed  on  the 
achievements  of  Negro  extension  work  by  way  of  regularly  scheduled  weekly 
programs  on  18  radio  stations.    One  station,  WETU,  Wetumpka,  carries  two 
of  the  programs  weekly.    These  are  taped  all  over  Alabama  by  Joseph  Bradford, 
ass't.  ext.  editor  at  Tuskegee  Institute,  using  a  portable  recorder  to  get 
interviews  and  other  local  material.   Music  on  the  programs  is  provided 
for  the  most  part  by  the  Tuskegee  Institute  choir,  though  other  local 
musical  groups  are  often  used.    A  former  county  extension  agent,  Bradford 
plans  to  attend  the  University  of  Yfisconsin  this  fall  to  work  on  his 
Master's  degree. 

Sherman  Briscoe,  of  the  USDA  Office  of  Information,  says  Bradford 
is  doing  probably  the  most  outstanding  job  of  radio  in  Negro  extension 
work  in  the  U.  S.,  but  that  a  lot  is  being  done  by  others,  about  which  more 
later.    Sherman  just  finished  three  weeks  as  an  instructor  in  agricultural 
communications  at  the  short  course  for  Negro  extension  workers  at  Prairie 
View  A  &  M  College  in  Texas.    His  students  were  from  11  states. 


You  might  want  to  watch  the  wire  services  for  an  important 
story  on  coffee  imports,  supplies  and  price,  which  could  break  any  time  now... 
the  new  "Wood  Handbook"  just  issued  by  the  Forest  Products  Laboratory  of 
the  Forest  Service,  USDA,  £28  pages  thick,  has  reached  us.    It  covers  about 
everything  concerning  wood.    Available  from  Supt.  of  Documents  at  $2.00. 
Limited  number  of  review  copies  on  hand. 


Sincerely, 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTEi 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director; 


August  12,  1955 
Letter  No.  677 


USDA  To  Continue  Basic -Cotton  Export Policy 


(Release:  12  noon  8/13/5?) 

Announcement  for  release  Saturdaj/noon,  August  13,  was  made  by 
Secretary  Benson  today  that  no  material  change  is  planned  in  U.S.  export 
policy  for  upland  cotton  for  the  1955-56  marketing  year.    However,  CCC 
may  offer  to  sell  cotton  for  export  on  a  gradual  basis  not  more  than  a 
million  bales  of  its  lower  quality  short  staple  stocks  on  an  open 
competitive  bid  basis. 

Sales  of  cotton  from  the  bulk  of  CCC  stocks  will  be  continued 
on  the  same  basis  as  during  the  past  marketing  year,  and  offered  for  sale 
for  export  on  a  competitive  bid  basis,  but  at  not  less  than  the  higher  of 
the  domestic  market  price  or  10?  percent  of  the  current  cotton  price  support 
level  plus  reasonable  carrying  charges. 

The  Secretary  said  the  U.S.  faces  a  serious  situation  with  cotton 
because  this  is  a  world  crop,  produced  and  used  in  many  countries. 
Policies  and  programs  of  any  major  producing  country  affect  the  rest  of  the 
cotton  world.    The  heart  of  the  cotton  problem  is  centered  around  infexible 
provisions  governing  both  price  support  and  sales  policies,  resulting  in 
a  steady  loss  of  markets,  mounting  carryovers  here,  growing  surplus  holdings 
and  loss  of  acreage  byproducers. 

This  action  is  in  line  with  the  President's  statement  last 
September,  "The  United  States  cannot  be  satisfied  with  the  position  of  hold- 
ing its  own  supplies  off  the  market  and  accumulating  surpluses  while  other 
countries  dispose  of  their  entire  production.    Accordingly,  the  U.S.  will 
offer  its  products  at  competitive  prices.  At  the  same  time,  the  U.S.  will 
not  use  its  agricultural  surpluses  to  i,mpair  the  traditional  competitive 
position  of  friendly  countries  by  disrupting  world  prices  of  agricultural 
commodities. " 


Undesirable  Wheat  Varieties 

A  discount  of  20  cents  per  bushel  in  1956  price-support  rates 
for  23  wheat  varieties  designated  as  undesirable  because  of  inferior 
milling  or  baking  qualities  was  announced  Friday  by  the  USDA,  to  give 
producers  ample  notice  before  planting  their  1956  winter  wheat.  The 
discount  is  limited  to  specific  varieties  in  21  specific  states,  and  are 
from  the  five  major  classes  of  wheat  produced  in  the  U.S.    Though  some  of 
these  varieties  are  planted  because  of  other  desirable  qualities  such  as 
resistance  to  disease,  early  maturity,  etc.,  they  proved  undesirable  for 
commercial  food  use. 
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Plentiful  Foods  Pushed  This  Fall 


If  you  like  to  tell  your  listeners  and  viewers  about  victuals 
that  are  in  good  supply  and  thereby  probably  cheaper  and  of  good  quality, 
you  might  be  thinking  up  some  new  angles  on  promoting  the  use  of  beef, 
pork,  rice  and  Thompson  seedless  grapes  this  autumn. 

Wanderlust  Hits  Jackson  Again 

C.  W.  "Jack"  Jackson,  KOTO,  Kansas  City,  past  pres.,  of  NATRFD, 
is  readying  a  round-the-world  trip  for  midwestern  farmers  Nov.  1  to  Dec.  18, 
to  look  at  this  planet's  agriculture.    He  reports  that  the  group  is  almost 
complete,  and  probably  would  be  way  oversubscribed  if  a  good  soaking  rain 
should  hit  the  corn  belt  about  now.    Part  of  the  group  will  go  only  as  far 
as  Switzerland,  some  more  to  Yugoslavia,  and  the  rest  all  the  way  with  Jack, 
Itinerary  includes  2h  countries  on  three  continents.    Jack  conducted  a 
farmer-tour  of  Europe  in  19$0,  was  a  member  of  an  FOA-sponsored  farm  radio 
and  press  study  tour  of  Europe  in  1952. 

Some  Drug  Stores  Have  Everything 

Hank  Cut shall,  farm  director  of  1MIE,  Miami,  does  a  1-1/2  hour 
daily  show  from  the  station's  remote  studios  in  a  drug  store  in  Homestead, 
a  farming  town  down  in  the  tip  of  Florida.    Now  on  from  9  to  10 00  a.m. 
Hank  hopes  to  move  to  £  a.m. 


RDP  News 


The  first  issue  of  Rural  Development  Program  News,  is  enclosed, 
and  others  will  follow.    It's  to  be  the  running  account  of  progress  in  the 
Department's  new  implemented  plans  for  helping  low  income  rural  areas 
develop  new  sources  of  income,  better  living.    The  program  is  being  directed 
by  Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture  True  D.  Morse. 


Maybe  you  didn't  notice  that  Ken  Gapen,  former  chief  of  the  R&TV 
Service,  received  a  2$  year  award  (in  absentia)  from  the  Am.  Ass'n  of  Agri . 
Col.  Editors  at  the  Omaha  conference.    Ken,  now  info,  officer  for  the  Ag. 
Cons.  Service,  is  able  to  eat  solid  food  again  after  his  half-^ear  illness. 
Too  bad  he  missed  all  that  free  chow  at  Omaha. 

Another  Country  Heard  From 

or  the  «*  *f  ^ng, 

U.S.  as  a  guest  of  our  gov't,  savs    m  mT^?lSi*  look  at  radio  in  the 
close  to  the  people  vJS^l  saw *tlk  l&  here  «  tel^l™^  Z"* 
says,  that  radio  is  more  effective  when  th»  ZZLa„  t     ?     n°WS  nOW'  he 
to  his  listeners.    He  was  taoTO 

he  observed  here  thina*  if*..  J,  •      JT     lm  t0  Please  the  listner  which 

to  apply  leheorf  the  £*£  ^Z^gggf*?^  ^ 

he  says.  in  Vletnam>  even  some  ad  libbing, 
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"Casey  Jones"  Muller  Rides  Again 

The  envy  of  boys  from  6  to  96  now  is  Chuck  Muller  (KOA,  Denver) 
for  a  ride  he  promoted  recently  an  the  cab  of  a  diesel  locomotive  on  one 
of  the  Denver  and  Rio  Grande  Western  Railroad' s  crack  passenger  trains 
from  Denver  to  Colorado  Springs. 

Chuck  took  his  portable  tape  recorder  and  while  enroute  in- 
terviewed the  engineer  and  the  railroad's  Supt.  of  Safety  and  Fire 
Prevention  on  some  of  the  problems  involved  in  avoiding  collisions  at 
grade  crossings.    The  tape,  with  its  background  of  diesel  engine  roar 
and  horn  blasts  was  used  on  Chuck's  "Western  Dinner  Bell"  program,  as  a 
part  of  his  observance  of  National  Farm  Safety  Week.    Chuck  sends  along 
a  picture  taken  just  before  the  trip  started.    Looks  like  he's  got  on 
his  boots  and  spurs  for  a  fast  ride. 

Bruce  Eagon  Back  in  the  Saddle,  Too 

After  being  immobilized  six  months  with  a  bum  leg,  Bruce  Eagon 
reports  that  for  the  past  month  he  has  been  program  and  farm  director 
for  KAKC,  Tulsa,  an  independent  1000- watt  station,  where  this  week  he 
started  a  daily  "970  Ranch"  program  5  to  5>:15>  a.m.    He  says  he  knows 
this  sounds  early,  but  the  station  is  on  the  air  2k  hours  a  day  and  he 
figures  on  a  loyal  audience.    "Thus  far  the  show  is  like  most  farm  shows, 
however,  I  hope  to  use  more  and  more  local  material »,  Bruce  declares. 
"970  Ranch"  is  for  "those  that  have  anywhere  from  a  50  to  100  foot  ranch 
in  the  city  to  those  having  up  to  10,000  acres."    Before  his  illness, 
Bruce  was  2-1/2  years  farm  editor  of  KOTV.    He  started  as  associate  to 
Sam  Schneider  on  KVOO  then  went  to  KTUL,  all  in  Tulsa.    Good  luck,  Bruce. 

USDA  TV  Packages  on  Italian  TV 

Renato  Vertunni,  Italy's  pioneer  farm  broadcaster,  writes  of  his 
new  exploits  in  television  and  lists  eight  of  our  TV  packages  which  he  has 
presented.    His  Sunday  show  is  h$  minutes  long  and  besides  being  for  such 
farmers  as  can  see  it,  "is  aimed  to  stress  the  importance  of  agriculture 
also  to  those-^'who  do  not  know  much  about  it."    Renato  likes  the  live 
shows  from  the  country  best.    "As  you  suggested,  I  brought  live  animals 
in  the  studio,  and  these  shows  were  received  with  great  interest." 

TFD  Howard  Langfitt,  WJDX,  Jackson,  Mississippi,  sent  a  rush 
order  this  week  to  the  Radio  and  Television  Service  through  REA  for  films 
and  other  visuals  for  use  on  a  five  hour  election  return  simulcast  he 
has  sold  to  the  Mississippi  Association  of  REA  Cooperatives.    The  program 
on  Tuesday  evening,  August  23,  will  featufce  USDA  TV  Package  programs  on 
all  phases  of  the  REA  program. 

We'll  try  to  atone  for  getting  Phil  Alamp's  (WRCA,  New  York)  call 

letters  wrong  in  last  week's  issue  it  was  the  heat,  not  the  stupidity,... 

Thanks  to  Hig  Murray  (WTMJ,  Milwaukee)  for  setting  us  straight  on  the  new 
name  of  Mich.  State  Univ. 

If  you  plan  to  participate  in  the  Nat'l  Agricultural  Television 
Clinic  at  the  Univ.  of  Missouri  September  2,  3  and  U,  better  send  your 
reservations  in  right  away.    NATRFD  is  a  co -sponsor,  along  with  USDA,  NPAC, 
Land  Grant  Colleges,  AAACE  and  other  organizations. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  August  20 

CBS  Farm  News  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EDT.  with  Claude  Mahoney, 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12*30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Don  Nelson.    Features:    "The  Regional  U-H  Club  Camp 
for  Negro  Youngsters"  which  will  be  meeting  here  in  Washington*  Guest 
radio  editor  Ray  Wolf  will  bring  a  story  from  Minnesota |  plus  other 
features  of  interest. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12:00  to  12:30  p.irw  EDT.; 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:    "American  Society  of  Agronomics 
Convention,  Davis,  Calif  3  American  Veterinary  Med.  Ass'n.  Convention," 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  Kenneth  L.Scott. 
Assistant  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  reporting  on  the  "Great  Plains 
Soil  and  Water  Conference"  held  at  Laramie,  Wyoming,  recently. 

Negro  iHi  Camp  in  D.C. 

For  the  first  time  in  its  8  year  history,  the  U-H  Club  Camp 
for  Negroes  will  be  held  in  Washington,  August  l£-22  this  year,  at  Howard 
University.    Representing  3^0,000  fellow  club  members  in  Alabama,  Arkansas, 
Delaware,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland,  Mississippi, 
Missouri,  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas, 
Virginia  and  West  Virginia,  128  delegates  were  selected  on  the  basis  of 
their    achievements  in  U-H  activities.    Four  boys  and  four  girls  from 
each  state  are  accompanied  by  adult  leaders. 

Highlights  of  the  program  include  a  visit  with  Under-Secretary 
of  Agriculture  True  D.  Morse  (Sec'y  Benson  is  to  be  out  of  town),  Ass't 
Sec'y  Earl  Butz,  tours  of  the  White  House,  Capitol,  Mount  Vernon,  etc., 
and  presentation  of  plaques  to  bandleader  Horace  Heidtj  Atlanta  Daily 
World  Editor  C. A. Scott J  Laura  Daly,  Retired  Alabama  Home  Demonstration  Agent J 
and  John  Gammon,  Head  of  the  Negro  Division  of  the  Arkansas  Farm  Bureau 
Federation, 

Soviet  Farmers  to  Visit  Washington 

Can't  give  details  yet,  but  watch  for  press  release  about  mid- 
week telling  of  plans  for  USDA  visit  by  the  Russian  agricultural  delegation, 
which  has  been  in  the  midwest  and  west  the  past  month. 


Sincerely, 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

P.S.    John  J.  McConnell,  Regina,  Sask.,  read  our  question  last  week  about 
whether  RFDs  want  tapes  from  abroad,  and  asks  what  about  some  from  Canada. 
This  kind  of  exchange  could  be  fruitful  two  ways.  Customs  clearance  should 
not  be  difficult. 


RFO  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  hvlormotion^lLS^  Department  of  Agriculture 

L  '  "*»  '  -  .?   p  v  ! 

i  ■: 

August  19 ?  19$$ 
SFPI5  055    ^  Letter  No,  678 

Dear  Farm  Director:  I U. s. dep^jwe       ,  MCUMtmgf 
Interdependence  of  Farmers  and  Non-farm  Workers 

With  Labor  Day  coming,  Fresident  Eisenhower  and  various  members 
of  the  cabinet  are  planning  radio,  TV  and  personal  appearances  in  observance 
of  the  annual  salute  to  American  labor, 

Secretary  Benson  will  be  heard  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour 
(NBC  radio)  on  September  3  discussing  the  ways  in  which  the  efforts  of  farm- 
ers and  of  industrial  workers  necessarily  compliment  each  other  in  making 
our  country  strong  economically  and  physically. 

Our  personal  advice  to  you  on  the  occasion  of  the  long  weekend 
is  to  exercise  temperance  in  exercise  (such  as  sack  races  and  Softball  games) 
and  in  eating,  drinking,  driving  and  flying. 

Secretary's  Press  Conference  Next  Tuesday 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Ezra  Taft  Benson  will  interrupt  his 
vacation  to  meet  with  the  visiting  Russian  farmers  on  Monday  and  hold  a  press 
conference  in  his  office  at  3:00  p.m.  Tuesday,  August  23.    Any  of  the  RFDs 
or  TFDs  who  can  get  here  will  be  welcome,  naturally.    This  is  one  of  the 
rare  occasions  when  a  press  conference  is  scheduled  far  enough  ahead  to 
announce  it  in  the  RFD  Letter.    In  addition  to  answering  questions,  the 
Secretary  is  expected  to  make  statements  on  the  Russians*  visit  and  the 
Comptroller  General's  recent  ruling  about  sale  of  CCC  stocks  of  cheese* 


ACP  Summary  and  Maps  Offered 


Many  of  you  keep  in  touch  with  the  ASC  committees  that  handle 
the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  locally.    You  know  that  through  ACP  the 
public  picks  up  part  of  the  check  for  certain  conservation  measures  in  the 
national  interest.  Two  new  publications  show  the  latest  on  ACP  conservation 

practices          ACP  Summary  and  ACP  Maps,  the  latter  with  k9  maps  being  good 

for  TV  visuals.    Both  publications  will  help  you  relate  the  local  ACP  to 
the  national  and  State  programs  and  supply  background  material  for  any 
conservation  broadcast.    You  can  get  copies  from  Ken  Gapen,  ACP  Service, 
USDA,  Washington  2$,  D.  C.  Ask  Ken  for  Summary  and  Maps. 
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Soviets  Visit  USDA— Eat  Research  Foods 

The  press  release  announcing  the  visit  to  the  Department  by  the 
12  Russian  agriculturists  now  looking  at  U.S.  agriculture  should  be  on 
your  desk  by  now.    Their  activities  here  in  the  Department  and  at  Beltsville 
are  to  be  informal,  including  conferences  on  economics  planning  and  admin- 
istration., livestock,  wheat  and  corn,  farm  machinery  and  equipment  scheduled 
with  department  officials. 

You  might  be  interested  in  the  menu  at  the  luncheon  which  Secretary 
Benson  will  give  for  them  in  his  conference  room  Monday  noon.    It  features 
new  and  improved  foods  developed  in  laboratories  and  field  stations  of  the 
Agricultural  Research  Service. 

Orange  juice,  from  orange  juice  powder,  made  by  dehydrating  fresh 
orange  juice,  to  provide  a  product  that  retains  the  color,  taste,  and  nutri- 
tive quality  of  the  fresh  fruit.    The  powder  may  be  stored  without  refrigera- 
tion (Western  Utilization  Research  Branch,  Albany,  Calif.) 

Ham,  from  a  new  meat  type  hog,  developed  to  produce  a  larger  per- 
centage of  preferred  lean  cuts    of  pork  and  a  smaller  percentage  of  fat  than 
the  old  lard- type  hog.    (Animal  and  Poultry  Husbandry  Research  Branch). 

peas,  dehydrofrozen  by  a  partial  dehydration  of  fresh  peas,  followed 

by  a  quick-freezing  developed  to  reduce  costs  of  warehousing,  storing  and 

transportation,  (Western  Util.  Res.  Branch). 

Tomatoes, two  varieties  resistant  to  fusarium  wilt.  Golden 
Yellow  Sunray,  for  eating  raw;  U.S.  \$k3  for  home  and  commercial  canning 
(USDA  PlantTndustry  Station) . 

Vegetables ,  from  a  study  underway  for  the  United  States  Navy  to 
obtain  basic  data  on  the  storage  life  of  fresh  vegetables  and  to  develop  meth- 
ods for  extending  their  storage  life  in  the  Navy  Supply  System:  Cabbage, 
Pennsylvania- grown  and  stored  for  5  weeks  at  32  degrees  F.    Lettuce,  Calir 
forhia-grown  and  stored  for  k  weeks  in  polyethylene  liners  at  32  degrees  F. 
(Biological  Sciences  Branch,  Agri.  Marketing  Services). 

Corn  Meal  Biscuits,  from  a  recipe  developed  in  the  Department 
cafeteria  bakeshop,    This  biscuit,  made  with  2/3  bread  flour  and  1/3  corn 
meal,  is  one  of  the  most  popular  hot  bread  items  served  to  USDA  cafeteria 
patrons. 

Honey  Fruit  Spread,  made  from  pure  fruit  juice  and  honey,  a  smooth, 
easily  spread  mixture  with  pleasing  flavor,  developed  to  provide  wider  out- 
lets for  honey.  (Eastern  Utilization  Research  Branch,  Philadelphia). 

Watermelon.,  the  Charleston  Gray,  developed  at  the  USDA  Vegetable 
Breeding  Lab  at  Charlestown,  S.  C.    A  melon  with  black  seeds,  sweet  red  meat 
and  thin  rind.    A  good  shipper  now  in  commercial  production  and  selling  at 
premium  prices  on  eastern  markets.  (Horticultural  Crops  Research  Branch). 

Milk,  from  one  of  the  prize  Holstein-Friesian  cows  in  the 
Beltsville  experimental  herd.    The  cow,  No.  2868,  produced  15,977  pounds 
of  milk  and  7lU  pounds  of  butterfat  as  a  2-year  old  in  her  first  lactation 
and  17,38]4  pounds  of  milk  and  783  pounds  of  butterfat  as  a  3-year  old  in 
her  second  lactation.    Milk  from  the  second  lactation  is  enough  to  supply 
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Soviets  Visit  USDA-- E-^t  Research  Foods  (Continued) 

2$  persons  with  average  per-capita  consumption  of  milk  and  milk  products  for 
195U.  (Dairy  Husbandry  Researigh  Braneh) . 

Cheddar  Cheese,  a  new  superior  quality  made  in  half  the  time 
required  by"more  oommon  methods.    Makes  possible  two  runs  a  day  instead  of 
one.  (Eastern  Util.  Res.  Br,) 

Pickles,  a  new  type.    Fresh  pasteurized  cucumber  pickles  prepared 
in  cne  day  without  going  through  a  long  brining  process.    (Southern  Util. 
Res.  Br.,  New  Orleans) . 

Candy }  essence-flavored  apple  jelly  and  lemon  drop  candies  made 
from  a  high  quality  sugar  produced  directly  from  sugar  cane  juice  by  new 
experimental  processes.    Impurities  are  removed  by  passing  the  cane  juice 
through  beds  of  ion  resin*    More  sugar  is  recovered  than  with  conventional 
processes.  (Southern  Util.  Res.  Br.), 

Under  the  plates  are  to  be  table  mats  from  a  new  linen-like 
cotton  fabric,  which  can  also  be  made  from  a  low-grade  cotton.  (Southern 
Util.  Res.  Br.) . 

Our  Own  Alice  Skelsey  Says- 

Our  fifteen  minute  local  television  program  "Teenagers  Take  Over" 
(WRC-TV,  Sat.  9  -  9 sl5  am)  seems  well -received.    In  fact,  man,  some  cats 
have  told  us  it's  cool — real  eool.    We've  been  working  with  some  fine 
youngsters  who  contribute  not  only  their  talent  but  some  good  ideas  as 
well.    Our  slanguage  is  pretty  out-dated  we  find,  and  being  hep  to  some- 
thing these  days  is  strictly  a  small  round  o.  (Old  hat  to  you  older  cats.) 
No  stuff,  though,  we've  been  putting  across  some  good  USDA  information 
cloaked  pretty  skillfully,  we  think,  in  an  entertaining  format  for  teenagers. 
Some  of  the  programs  to  date  have  dealt  with  outdoor  cookery,  baby-sitting, 
caring  for  pets,  planning  a  party  and,  tomorrow,  good  grooming  and  etiquette. 
We've  had  fun  working  with  these  teenagers,  who  are  surprisingly  adaptable 
to  camera  work,  and  we're  finding  new  ideas  and  program  techniques  working 
out  as  each  program  reaches  the  air.    More  on  this  later. 

Editor's  Note  - 

We  observe  a  report  published  recently  that  a  committee  appointed 
by  NBC-TV  to  evaluate  its  children's  programs  came  up  with  an  opinion  that 
teenagers  and  their  wide  rang©  of  interests  had  been  neglected.    While  we 
in  the  Department  do  not  anticipate  active  production  by  us  of  more  than  a 
short  series  of  live  shows  in  this  category,  we  think  that  radio  and  TV 
stations  have  a  wide  open  field  with  this  group, rural  and  urban,    There  are 
interesting  careers  in  agriculture  and  food  handling  to  be  described,  the 
the  exciting  story  of  plant  growth,  important  regulatory  work,  atomic  energy 
research  in  agriculture,  soil  conserving  practices,  etc.,  ad  Infinitum* 


Dr.  Gerhardt  Wiebe,  research  psychologist  for  CBS  radio,  who 
alerted  AAACE  members  at  Omaha  last  month  to  the  need  for  knowing  more  about 
listeners  and  readers,  has  been  named  assistant  to  the  president  of  CBS. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Au gust  27 

CBS  Farm  News  -  Saturday  9'-l$  to  9:30  a,m.  EDT.  with  Claude  Mahoney. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.  "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Don  Nelson.    Features:    "Recent  Advances  in  Weed  Control"  i 
—  Warren  Shaw,  ARS,  and  Jack  Towers.    A  report  from  the  National  Home 
Demonstration  Council  Meeting  in  Chicago.  j 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12:00  to  12:30  p.m,  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:    "Interview  with  U.  S. Farmers 
who  Toured  Russia." 


CCBS  "Agriculture  USA1.1    Features:    Ass't  Secretary  Earl  Butz  and 
Hollis  Seavey  discussing  the  "Value  of  Exchange  of  Farmer  Visits  between 
Countries. " 


NRGS  "National  Radio  Garden  Show"  with  Jack  Boley.  Features: 
Dr,  Walter  Hodge,  ARS$  "Our  program  for  Plant  Explorations." 

Superior  Service  Awards  Ceremony  for  CSS  in  Kansas  City 

Under  Secretary  True  D»  Morse  will  be  main  speaker  on  the  award 
ceremony  program  honoring  the  Commodity  Stabilization  Service  Kansas  City 
area  office  next  Friday,  Aug.  26.    It's  a  unit  award.    Morse  will  hold  a 
press  conference  in  Room  3023  Commodity  Office,  911  Walnut  St.,  Kansas  City 
at  10  a.m.,  then  will  go  to  the  Board  of  Trade  building  for  a  meeting  at  11. 
The  awards  program  mil  take  place  on  the  roof  garden  of  the  Aladdin  Hotel 
at  2:30  p.m.    Lisle  Longsdorf,  Ass't  Dir.  of  USDA  Info,  here,  and  Don  Smith, 
of  the  KC  CSS  office  will  be  there  to  assist  radio,  TV  and  press.  Other 
program  participants  include,  Frank  R.  McGregor,  Dep.  Adra.  for  Operations, 
CSSj  Francis  J.  iltzpatrick,  Pres.  KC.C.  of  C.$  John  W,  Godhold,  Dir., 
Civil  Serv.  Comm.  9th  Region]  and  others. 


Farm  Radio  in  Russia 


Herb  Plambeck  (WHO,  Des  Moines)  now  finishing  up  a  look  at 
Soviet  agriculture  with  12  U.S.  farmers,  writes  from  Stalingrad  that  in 
some  areas,  half  the  farm  homes  and  all  the  collective  farms  have  radio 
receivers;  that  there  is  a  daily  farm  program,  7:30  to  8  p.m.  on  Radio 
Moscow.    Herb  and  company  will  be  back  in  the  U.S.  next  week.    Keep  in 
touch  with  Wes  Seyler  of  WIBW,  Topeka,  Kan.,  and  furnish  him  tapes  for  dubs 
of  recordings  Herb  made  on  the  trip. 

Much  more  has  been  said  and  printed,  in  this  Letter  and  other 
places,  about  the  visiting  Russians  and  the  U.S.  farmers'  trip  to  Russia, 
than  normally  is  published  about  visitors  from,  and  American  travels  to, 
other  places  on  the  globe.    However,  it  should  be  noted  that  the  U.S.  is 
constantly  being  visited  by  top  flight  people  from  many  other  countries  who 
come  here  for  agricultural  observation  and  study,  and  that  U.S.  groups  go 
abroad  on  formal  tours  right  along. 

A  high  percent  of  the  foreign  visitors  here  are  good  for  air 
material,  too,  and  many  of  them  speak  English  well  enough  to  broadcast. 
We  can  furnish  itineraries  of  such  groups  if  you  write  us. 

Sincerelv, 


Chie^-^Radyo  &  Television /Service 


RFO  LETTER 


m 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Directors 


August  26,  195$ 
Letter  No,  679 


Final  results  on  the  wool  growers"  referendum  will  be  made  known 
early  m  September.    Preliminary  figures  revealed  here  today  indicate 
that  more  than  the  required  two-thirds  of  the  growers  probably  have 
approved  the  wool  and  lamb  promotion  program.  As  every  State  in  the  Union 
raises  some  sheep,  and  wool  is  still  one  of  our  big  national  crops  and  a' 
very  important  part  of  the  farm  picture,  this  referendum  is  of  considerable 
importance  m  most  parts  of  the  country. 

While  the  final  outcome  of  the  referendum  will  be  based  on  the 
number  of  sheep  owned  by  those  voting,  the  preliminary  returns  show  a  close 
correlation  between  the  number  of  producers  voting  favorably  and  the  vote 
according  to  sheep  numbers.    The  trial  tabulation  shows  about  ^7,000  growers 
voting  in  favor  of  the  program  and  about  19,000  against  it.  Producer! 
owning  oyer  9  million  sheep  approved  compared  with  3-1/2  million  who  voted 
against  it.    As  you  may  recall,  the  National  Wool  Act  provided  for  special 
price  assistance  to  wool  growers  through  payments,  and  also  provided  the 
authority  tor  a  market  program.  The  market  program  aims  to  improve  the 
market  demand  for  wool  and  lamb  and  reduce  the  extent  of  price  assistance 
needed  through  the  payment  program.    With  the  approval  of  growers,  the 
program  will  aim  to  enlarge  or  improve  the  market  for  wool  and  lamb.  Th- 
advertising,  promotion,  and  related  market  development  activities  will  be 
financed  by  deductions  from  this  year's  incentive  payments  to  be  made  next 
summer.    They  will  amount  to  1  cent  a  pound  from  shorn  wool  payments  and 
5  cents  a  pound  of  live  weight  from  lamb  and  yearling  payments. 

Russian-American  Farm  Visitors 


Early  this  week,  the  Russians  who  came  to  this  country  to  get  a 
better  understanding  of  American  farming  operations  were  greeted  on  behalf 
of  the  Department  by  Secretary  Benson.    Secretary  Benson  told  them  our  harvest 
in  America  promises  to  be  a  rich  one  this  year  -  in  a  sense,  a  richer  one 
because  our  Russian  neighbors  have  come  to  see  it.    He  told  them  that  their 
presence  here  is  a  symbol  that  in  this  harvest  there  is  hope  not  only  of 
plenty,  but  peace  as  well  .  .  .  Meanwhile,  some  of  the  U.S.  farm  people  who 
went  to  Russia  have  come  back  with  a  much  better  understanding  of  farming 
and  farm  people  over  there.    They  had  some  interesting  and ^forgetS 
experiences  and  a  warm  welcome.    Our  hat  is  off  to  your  own  MTRFD  reporter 
Herb  Plambeck  for  his  excellent  coverage  of  tte  trip.    As  we  see  it}Te  ' 
did  a  bang-up  good  job  of  vivid  reporting  and  interpreting. 


Your  RFD's  Rambles  in  Russia 


Herb  was  apparently  much  taken  with  the  clean  houses,  hard-working 
farm  women,  rough  roads,  and  collective  farms.    As  you  probably  noted,  the 
collective  and  state  farms  were  among  the  high-lights  of  the  trip.  Herb 
found  that  many  of  the  collective  farm  homes  have  their  own  radio  sets.  In 
some  villages,  set  ownership  exceeds  £0$.    Sets  are  small  and  costly,  but 
seem  to  be  much  appreciated.    All  programs  are  government  controlled  includ- 
ing the  daily  30  minute  farm  program  heard  each  evening  at  7s30.    The  program, 
as  Herb  was  able  to  get  it  by  interpreter,  included  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
lectures,  folk  music,  a  news  program  with  some  agricultural  information  along 
with  some  International  and  Union  news,  and  a  special  announcement  program; 
but  regional  stations  such  as  those  at  Kiev,  Odessa,  Stalingrad  and  elsewhere 
also  participate,    In  addition  to  the  USSR  originated  programs,  some  of  the 
Soviet  farmers  also  tune  in  occasionally  to  Tangiers,  Geneva,  Berlin,  the 
BBC,  and  the  Voice  of  America. 

According  to  Herb,  rural  electrification  is  as  much  appreciated  in 
Russia  as  in  the  U.  S.  but  is  by  no  means  as  commonplace.    Most  farms  the 
visiting  Americans  saw  were  served  by  their  own  generating  motors.  Herb 
found  current  for  lights  and  power  does  not  flow  as  evenly  or  dependably  as 
from  our  REA  or  Utility  company  sources.    But  in  the  next  ten  years,  the 
folks  in  Russia  expect  a  tremendous  expansion  in  rural  electrification. 

The  size  of  the  equipment  handled  by  the  men  of  the  Machine  Tractor 
Stations  was  a  constant  source  of  amazement  to  the  Americans.    They  report 
having  seen  the  big  Stalin  "Eighty"  pulling  as  many  as  ten  plows  at  a  time 
They  say  spring-  tooth  harrows  more  than  UO  feet  wide  are  common.    At  a  test- 
ing station  they  saw  a  27  foot  self  propelled  combine.    Six  row  corn  planters 
are  tied  in  with  the  Karkov  $h  tractors,  as  are  the  six  row  cultivators  with 
movable  duckfoot  sweeps.  ,  .  .  Then  Herb  saw  a  big  blue -eyed  blond  milkmaid- - 
and  his  reporting  seems  to  have  lost  a  lot  of  its  objectivity. 

Coming  Upj    Hybrid  Grain  Sorghums 

Next  spring  seed  of  hybrid  grain  sorghum  will  be  available  to  growers 
in  limited  quantities  for  the  first  time.    That  is  the  announcement  to  look  for 
in  the  next  few  days.    Department  scientists  expect  that  in  the  next  five 
years  most  of  the  10,000,000  acres  now  planted  in  open-pollinated  varieties 
of  grain  sorghum  every  year  may  be  planted  with  new  superior  varieties.  They 
say  the  hybrid  grain  sorghums  promise  a  gain  at  least  equal  to  that  which 
farmers  get  from  hybrid  corn  -  What's  more,  they  think  hybrid  grain  sorghums 
have  an  important  future  on  semiarid  lands  that  are  producing  corn  and  other 
crops  on  a  marginal  basis.    (For  additional  information  See  USDA  Release  for 
August  30). 

Potato  Diversion  Program 

In  States  and  areas  where  the  potato  industry  develops  a  satis- 
factory marketing  plan  for  its  potatoes,  the  Department  will  help  dispose  of 
supplies  of  this  year's  crop  potatoes  above  market  needs.    Secretary  Benson 
announced  today  that  the  Department  will  help  by  making  payments  for  diversion 
of  potatoes  into  starch,  feed,  or  flour.    Only  the  good  quality  potatoes  will 
be  supplied  the  commercial  potato  market  -  according  to  the  plan. 
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U.S.  at  Foreign  Food  Fair 

Yesterday,  the  Department  announced  that  agricultural  interests  from 
Florida  to  California  have  taken  16  booths  in  the  U.S.  exhibit  section  at 
the  International  Food  Fair,  to  be  held  in  Cologne,  Germany,  October  1-9, 
this  year.    The  Cologne  Food  Fair  is  one  of  the  largest  exhibitions  of  its 
kind  in  Europe.    It  draws  trade  representatives  and  public  visitors  from 
all  parts/the  continent  and  the  Western  Hemisphere.    Secretary  Benson  says 
the  U.S.  is  taking  part  to  demonstrate  the  competitive  quality,  price  and 
nutritional  value  of  U.S.  food  products  to  potential  overseas  customers. 
It  aims  to  help  develop  broader  markets  for  American  farm  products.  Belgium, 
Costa  Rica,  Egypt,  France,  Greece,  Hungary,  Italy,  Mexico,  the  Netherlands, 
Norway,  Portugal,  Rumania,  South  Africa,  and  Switzerland  will  also  have 
national  exhibits  at  Cologne. 

Coming  Upl-Better  Pasture  Practices 

In  about  10  days,  the  Department  will  announce  the  results  of 
USDA-State  research  on  pasture  management  to  boost  forage  production  on 
northwestern  irrigated  land.    Because  there  is  a  two-to-four-week  lag  after 
fertilizer  is  applied  before  it  shows  up  in  yields,  the  scientists  are 
expected  to  suggest  small  applications  of  fertilizer  once  a  month  during 
May,  June,  July, and  August  as  a  means  of  boosting  production  of  grass-legume 
forage  during  late  summer.    These  and  other  results  will  appear  in  a  regular 
release  by  the  Department. 

Northeastern  Hurricane-Hit  Farmers'  Help 

Day  before  yesterday,  Secretary  Benson  designated  £8  counties  in 
Connecticut,  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  and  Pennsylvania, 
where  FHA  may  make  emergency  loans  to  help  farmers  hard  hit  by  hurricanes 
and  floods  to  continue  normal  operations.    To  get  the  credit,  the  applicant 
has  to  be  engaged  primarily  in  farming,  must  have  suffered  substantial  loss 
from  damage  by  the  storms  and  floods,  and  be  unable  to  get  the  credit  he 
needs  from  private  or  cooperative  lenders. 

Soil  Scientist  Cited  for  Service 

Last  week,  Michigan  State  University  presented  Dr.  Charles  E. Kellogg, 
Assistant  Administrator  for  Soil  Survey,  of  the  USDA  SCS,  an  award  for 
distinguished  service,  in  furthering  the  knowledge  and  use  of  the  soil. 
Dr.  Kellogg  has  headed  the  Soil  Survey  since  193h> 

Honey  Inquiry  Under  Way 

Agricultural  Marketing  Service  plans  to  issue  an  early  report  on  the 
production  of  honey,  for  the  information  of  the  Government  and  bee-keepers 
in  marketing  their  honey.    To  that  end  AMS  will  shortly  ask  the  help  of  the 
bee  boys  as  to  the  number  of  bees  they  have  in  their  apiary  at  the  beginning 
of  honey  flow  this  year  compared  with  the  number  at  the  beginning  of  last 
year.    Also  the  number  of  pounds  of  honey  producers  have  taken  from  their 
hives  this  year,  and  the  number  of  pounds  they  have  on  hand  for  sale.  Returns 
from  individual  bee-keepers  will  be  held  confidential,  but  the  totals  are 
expected  to  prove  very  helpful  to  all  honey  producers. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  September  3 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers,    Features:    "Atomic  Research  in  Agriculture" 
with  Dr.  Sterling  Hendricks  and  Layne  Beaty. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12:00  to  12:30  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:    "Food  Fit  for  Teenagers." 

CBS  Farm  News  -  with  Claude  Mahoney-  Saturday  9:1$  to  9:30  a.m.  EDT. 
Features:  Report  on  "New  Methods  of  Selling  Calves"  by  John  Bradshaw,  Toronto. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  Gladwin  Young, 
Deputy  Administrator  of  SCS,  in  a  "Progress  Report  on  the  Water-Shed  Program." 

NRGS  "National  Radio  Garden  Show"  with  Jack  Boley.  Features:  Bill 
Youngman,  FAS,  reporting  garden  highlights  of  his  trip  to  the  Fnr  East. 

Weather  Delays  Symposium  Date 

Weatherman  Jim  Beall  tells  us  that  the  Farm  Weather  Symposium  which 
we  reported  would  be  held  by  meteorologists  of  the  western  states  weather 
stations  on  the  University  of  California  campus  at  Davis,  California,  the  last 
five  days  in  September,  has  been  postponed.    Jim  says  it  will  now  probably 
be  held  between  semesters  next  spring.  Arrangements  that  had  to  be  made  at 
Davis  made  it  impossible  to  hold  the  symposium  as  originally  scheduled. 

"The  Gorge  and  George" 

Under  this  title  George  German,  WNAX,  Yankton,  South  Dakota,  reports 
that  on  that  city  tour  by  farm  folks  he  conducted  recently,  he  made  a  farm 
safety  recording  suspended  in  an  iron  cage  moving  across  Niagara  Falls.  About 
fifty  of  his  party  shared  the  thrill  with  him  directly,  and  many  more  when  the 
recording  was  broadcast  over  WNAX  during  Farm  Safety  Week.    Probably  to  keep 
his  own  mind  off  that  water  below,  George  called  attention  to  the  safety 
precautions  taken.    He  says  anybody  who  wants  to  know  what  a  wonderful  job  a 
magnemite  spring-wound  recorder  can  do,  can  have  a  dubbing  of  his  trip  from 
bluff  to  bluff.    He  almost  dropped  the  wind-up  handle  into  the  drink,  but  an 
agile  lady  farmer  from  S.D.  saved  the  day. 

What  Should  We  Try  to  Do  with  Ag.  TV? 

...  That  is  one  of  the  questions  a  panel  of  experts  will  try  to 
answer  during  the  National  Agricultural  Television  Clinic  at  Columbia,  Mo., 
next  week  Sept.  2, 3, and  U.    Specialist    on  creativity  from  Notre  Dame, 
G.  Herbert  True,  will  show  us  how  to  develop  new  ideas.    Gerhart  Wiebe,CBS, 
will  tell  what  interests  people.    Sociologist  Elihu  Katz,  U  of  Chi.,  will 
analyze  audiences.    Ben  Park, NBC,  Lynn  Poole  of  Johns  Hopkins,  and  Bill 
Suchmann,  of  Omnibus,  will  tell  how  they  have  met  specific  problems.  Going 
from  the  Department  are:  Director  of  Information  R.  Lyle  WebsterjLeo  Geier  and 
Layne  Beaty,  from  R&TV, ;  Mel  Reed,  from  Arts  and  Graphics;  Gil  Courtney  from 
MPS |  and  John  Baker  and  Cliff  Cox,  AMS. 

")  Sincerely, 


Enclosures:  3  ^^Layne  Beaty^Mef^^ 

'     Radio  and  Television  Service 
P.S.  "Colonel"  Herndon  is  back,  undamaged  by  hurricanes  on  the  N.  C.  coast. 


